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NATIONAL POW/MIA RECOGNITION 

DAY
∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, Friday, 
September 17th was National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day. On this day, we re-
member, give tribute to, and stand in 
solidarity with the loved ones and fam-
ilies of the thousands of Soldiers, Sail-
ors, Marines and Airmen who became 
Prisoners of War and Missing in Ac-
tion.

These Americans swore an oath to 
support and defend the Constitution 
and carried that promise through to 
great sacrifice for their nation. While 
thousands died, many others endured 
years in starved, tortured, isolated 
misery before regaining their freedom. 
Their perseverance, integrity and her-
oism are shining examples of the core 
values on which this nation was found-
ed and became great. 

As a former Navy officer, I feel 
strongly that the United States Gov-
ernment must fulfill its commitments 
to the men and women who serve in the 
Armed Forces. One of these commit-
ments is ensuring the return of POWs 
and MIAs at the end of hostilities. The 
vigorous pursuit of this commitment 
must continue through on-site inves-
tigations being undertaken in Indo-
china and through a fuller examination 
of records in the United States, Russia, 
and Southeast Asia. 

Through much diligence and hard 
work, and gradually improving rela-
tions with various nations since 1973, 
529 American servicemen, formerly 
listed as unaccounted-for, have been 
recovered, identified and returned to 
their families. However, 2054 Ameri-
cans remain unaccounted-for from the 
war in Southeast Asia, with 1,530 in 
Vietnam. We have focused, and rightly 
so, many of our efforts on Southeast 
Asia, but we must also honor those who 
were held prisoner and who are missing 
in action in other remote parts of the 
globe. More than 80,000 Americans re-
main missing and unaccounted for 
from World War I, World War II and the 
Korean conflict, and countless others 
from the Cold War. 

Since the end of the Cold War, I have 
visited Russia and other states of the 
former Soviet Union on several occa-
sions. During meetings with high level 
Russian government personnel and 
members of the Russian military. I 
have made it clear that Russian co-
operation in these areas is a necessity. 

I am hopeful that American efforts 
will lead to information and/or evi-
dence of the fates of U.S. servicemen 
still missing from conflicts during the 
Cold War. I likewise encourage my col-
leagues who interact with officials of 
Laos, Cambodia, Korea, Vietnam and 
others to press for the same commit-
ment from those officials. 

Headway is being made, but there is 
still a long way to go before we have 
the fullest possible accounting of all 
POW/MIA personnel. Our great and free 

Nation owes eternal gratitude to all 
POW/MIAs and their families for their 
supreme sacrifice, but we in the Senate 
shall not rest until all are accounted 
for. I urge you the administration, the 
Departments of Defense and State, the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and the National 
Security Agency to redouble our ef-
forts.∑ 

f 

BOYS OF SUMMER 
∑ Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I 
rise today in recognition of the 
achievements of the Toms River East 
Little League baseball team, who over-
came great odds to return their team 
to the National Little League final for 
the second year in a row. 

The Toms River squad, known as the 
‘‘Beast of the East’’, were Little 
League world champions in 1998. This 
year, they sought to be only the second 
American team ever in the fifty-three 
year history of the Little League World 
Series to repeat as world champions. 
Unlike professional sports, where 
champions often repeat using much the 
same lineup from one year to the next, 
Toms River attempted to repeat as 
champions using almost an entirely 
new roster, with ten of the twelve play-
ers new to the team for the 1999 season. 
Although they fell one game short of 
returning to the Little League World 
Series, the fact that Toms River ad-
vanced to the national final in 1999 is 
an impressive accomplishment in its 
own right. 

In the aftermath of their exciting run 
last year, I had the opportunity to 
meet many of the players and parents 
involved with the team. I was im-
pressed not only by the skill, poise, and 
manners with which the team con-
ducted itself on and off the field, but 
also by the way that the entire com-
munity of Toms River rallied around 
the team. The true character of the 
squad was demonstrated this year, 
when even in defeat, they displayed the 
good sportsmanship and class that is a 
hallmark of the Toms River commu-
nity.

Truly, these ‘‘boys of summer’’ have 
given us another August to remember 
with their fine play and tremendous 
love of the game. I am proud to recog-
nize the accomplishments and con-
tributions of Steve Bernath, Jeff 
Burgdorff, Eric Campesi, Dave 
Cappello, Mike Casale, Bobby 
Cummings, Chris Cunningham, Zach 
Del Vento, Derrick Egan, Chris 
Fontenelli, Casey Gaynor, and RJ 
Jones and I know they will continue to 
make New Jersey proud for years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SHERMAN 
HENDERSON

∑ Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a fine busi-
nessman, family man and all-around 
great Kentuckian, Sherman Henderson. 

Sherm is a man who exudes the kind 
of enthusiasm and spunk everybody 
wants to possess. He has a genuine zest 
for life. Sherm’s energy has helped him 
found and run one of the countries top 
20 fastest-growing private companies, 
UniDial Communications, Inc. Sherm 
founded UniDial just six years ago with 
six employees and, in that short time, 
has turned UniDial into a 600-employee 
operation and an unbelievable success 
story.

Some of the most successful busi-
nessmen become great because they see 
an untapped market and make it 
theirs—and that is what Sherm has 
done with the communications indus-
try in UniDial. Intuitively picking up 
on emerging opportunities in the com-
munications field after the telephone 
industry was deregulated, Sherm dove 
into the business head first. He started 
by investing in other telecommuni-
cations companies, and then founded 
the now-booming UniDial in 1993. 

As well as being a great businessman, 
Sherm has always been a good friend 
and family man. He boasts a terrific 
wife, two wonderful children, and two 
(soon-to-be-three) much-doted-upon 
grandchildren. Sherm, on behalf of my 
colleagues and myself, I express my 
heartfelt admiration for your accom-
plishments, congratulate you on your 
success, and wish you the best in your 
future endeavors. Thank you for cre-
ating hundreds of jobs for your fellow 
Kentuckians, and for making such a 
significant contribution to our state’s 
economies and communities. 

Mr. President, I ask that a copy of an 
article that ran in the Louisville 
Voice-Tribune on August 25, 1999, be 
printed in the RECORD following my re-
marks.

The article follows. 
MAKING A BIG SPLASH

(By Susan McDonald) 
Sherman Henderson says a lot of people 

have trouble understanding what he does for 
a living, but he must do it pretty well. 

UniDial Communications Inc., the com-
pany he founded with half a dozen employees 
only six years ago, is now among the 20 fast-
est-growing private companies in the coun-
try, according to Inc. magazine. That’s not 
bad for a company Henderson conceived over 
breakfast one August morning at a local 
Denny’s restaurant. 

UniDial is now poised for still more 
growth. The company, which built its busi-
ness primarily as a reseller of long-distance 
telephone service and other communications 
products, is expanding to meet the growing 
demand for technology, Henderson said. 
UniDial recently announced plans to build 
its own nationwide telecommunications net-
work, called xios, to offer integrated data, 
voice, Internet and other telecom services. 
Its new 75,000-square-foot building at 
Eastpoint Business Center will soon be fol-
lowed by more new facilities. 

But although UniDial has become a famil-
iar name, its business remains a mystery to 
many, Henderson said. 

‘‘It’s hard for people to understand what 
we do,’’ he said. ‘‘We’re a communications 
company. We communicate, and we have all 
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